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TOBACCO PRODUCTS CONTROL AMENDMENT BILL 2016 
Statement by Minister for Health 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Health) [12.06 pm]: I rise to table the Tobacco Products 
Control Amendment Bill 2016, which strengthens the Tobacco Products Control Act 2006, which is 
Western Australia’s primary legislation to control the sale and supply of tobacco products. Western Australia has 
a proud history of introducing strong tobacco control measures to decrease our smoking prevalence to among the 
lowest in the world. Last year in Western Australia, approximately nine per cent of people aged 16 years and 
over were daily smokers. This is down from 16 per cent in 2004. Although we have a lot to be proud of, tobacco 
is still a leading cause of death and disease in Western Australia. 
This bill results from a statutory review of the act that included extensive consultation with key industry and 
community stakeholders. In some instances, it brings WA into line with other Australian jurisdictions or restores 
our state to the forefront of tobacco control. The bill will further protect children from exposure to tobacco 
products by banning the sale of fruit and confectionery flavoured and split-pack cigarettes, which are known to 
appeal to children. WA will be the first state to prevent employees under the age of 18 years from selling 
a tobacco product. As well as aiming to reduce the uptake of smoking by young people, this will address 
a known issue that younger sales staff are more likely to sell tobacco products to underage customers. The bill 
will prohibit a retailer’s licence from being issued for the sale or supply of tobacco products at events such as 
a music festival or fashion show, which generally appeal to younger audiences. It will exclude tobacco purchases 
from customer loyalty reward programs, excluding programs in which a benefit may be obtained on the basis of 
payment method such as a particular credit card. The bill will also tighten the definition of “specialist tobacco 
retailer” and enhance consistency with other retailers by phasing out the public display of tobacco products in 
specialist stores over two years. 
As part of this government’s efforts to educate smokers about the health risks associated with smoking, 
retailers will be required to display graphic health warnings where price tickets or boards are displayed. The 
bill will also address a number of administrative issues and generally includes a phase-in period of six months 
following royal assent to enable time for public education and for business owners to meet the new 
requirements. The Liberal–National government’s comprehensive approach to tobacco control, via legislation 
and public information campaigns, is in line with the national tobacco strategy and global best practice. The bill 
will contribute to better health for Western Australians, especially our children, and will be a priority piece of 
legislation for the government if we are successful at the election. 
I take this opportunity to thank the former Minister for Health, the member for Dawesville, for his significant 
involvement in this process, and table the Tobacco Products Amendment Bill 2016 and a copy of the explanatory 
memorandum. 

Ruling by Speaker 
THE SPEAKER (Mr M.W. Sutherland): I do not believe that you can table the bill, minister. Standing order 162 
states — 

(1) Every bill (unless sent from the Council) will be initiated by the member presenting a copy of the 
bill to the Clerk, and moving, “That the bill be now read a first time.”. 

(2) Every bill will be accompanied by an explanatory memorandum. 
There is no provision to table the bill. We seek some clarification from you.  
Mr J.H.D. DAY: Effectively, it will be tabled as a draft bill for public information and discussion. I am not 
suggesting that it is being introduced in the normal method of a bill for progression through Parliament in the 
next week. Effectively, it is a draft bill for public information and discussion. 
The SPEAKER: If it is basically for information, the document is tabled. 
[See papers 4874 and 4875.] 
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